






Useful expressions to explain earthquakes
• Elastical deformation
• Strain builds up
• Frictional forces prevent slip
• Strain breaks frictional lock
• Blocks of rock of both sides of the fault 
• Sudden slip

• Slid iniciates at the focus
• Energy transmited away from the focus as 

seismic waves
• Seismographs record seismic waves arrival 
• The time interval between the arrival of the 

first P-wave and the first S-wave
BY USING THE VOCABULARY ABOVE, EXPLAIN HOW AN EARTHQUAKE IS PRODUCED AND 
HOW GEOLOGISTS CAN LOCATE ITS FOCUS


